
Camden Historic Resources Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019, Walsh History Center, CP Library 
 
 

Call to order: 4:05 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman, Judy McGuirk, Chris Fasoldt, Pat Skaling, Susan Neves 
 
Volunteers Present: Ann Waigand, Michael Skaling, Dennis McGuirk, Beedy Parker 
 
Walsh History Center Liaison: Ken Gross 
 
Select Board Liaison:  none present 
 
Visitor: David St. Laurent, Public Works Director 
 
Review of Minutes of Last Meeting:  October 8 minutes were approved as written. 
 
Chair’s Report:  We still need a secretary to take minutes.  Judy volunteered for this meeting.  Camden Herald, 
Village Soup and PenBay Pilot ran articles on the Camden Mill Walk in early October.  Reports from the 
Chamber of Commerce volunteers tell us the Mill Walk brochure is very popular. 

● Eileen introduced Dave St. Laurent – Dave reported on a change to the entrance of the French 
Conference Room.  As requested by the Town Manager, Dave researched a historically appropriate 
storm/screen door solution for the main entrance to the room.  He consulted with Michael Johnson of 
Maine Historic Preservation on an appropriate design. Chris Fasoldt suggested that in the future the 
Historic Resources Committee be consulted before construction starts.  We thanked Dave for updating 
the committee. 

● Eileen introduced Ann Waigand – Ann will resume researching the origins of the Jacobs Ave. bungalows 
for a possible historic district after Christmas.  She attended Greater Portland Landmark workshops on 
20th Century Bungalows and How to Research Your House.  The workshops re-enforced her experience 
knowing how difficult it is to identify the Sears Kit Houses.  Ann needs help researching information on 
how these homes fit in the style of the community, Camden history at the time the homes were built 
and surveying the exact latitude and longitude of the neighborhood.  She told us that there is one 
contributing home on Limerock, though not all properties on Jacobs are contributing.  Chris suggested 
that Chris Glass is the best person to help her write “architecturalese”.  We will invite Chris G. to our 
January meeting. 

 
Current Activities and information: 

● Chris Fasoldt reported about the new design for the Opera House 3rd floor. Café, restroom and janitor 
closet are included in design.  Bids will go out soon.  January 20th is target date for completion of work.  
Work on the exterior of the Opera House will begin in the next few weeks.   

● Historic Plaque Program:  Pat reported that the committee met in October.  They plan to prepare a 
map of Camden to identify homes that already have a plaque.  They have visited most of the homes on 
Pearl St. and will tackle Mechanic next.  Brochures were delivered to Alden St. and were 



enthusiastically received by homeowners.  Some owners suggested a neighborhood meeting to 
consider a mini historic district.  A letter will be sent to local news editor to keep the marker program 
in the public eye.  Letter will go out before Christmas, suggesting the plaques could be a holiday gift.   
The Mill Walk Tour brochure and the Plaque Brochure and Application are now on the town website.  
Pat has 4 applications that still need accurate house dates. No progress on 10 Bay View reported. 

● Village Green:  Judy reported that the garden club had one fall clean-up and hopes to have a second on 
Nov. 18th.  Ray Andresen, Parks & Rec Committee Chair, repaired the rotted bench slats.  
Unfortunately, more than one shade of green was used.  Garden Club will follow-up on that. 

● Elm Street Survey:  Judy and Rosalee are looking forward to a meeting with Susan Snead as soon as she 
returns to Camden.  Judy learned that 14 of the 24 contributing properties have changed hands since 
the 2003 survey.  Also, 10 properties have been issued building permits for additions or major changes 
since 2003.  We will try to determine if these properties will still be considered contributing properties. 

● Curtis Island:  Pat reported that she had talked with Audra and then had been in touch with Mark 
DeMichele about the possibility of a professional building assessment for the buildings on Curtis Island 
to assess present and long-term needs. Audra suggested getting an idea of costs involved.  To that end, 
Mark contacted one structural engineer who was unable to take on more work, and Pat contacted 
Carman Bombeke of Gartley & Dorsky, who specializes in historic restorations and has done several 
island light keepers houses. Carmen will provide an estimate of the costs to do an assessment, which 
we can then share with Audra.  An assessment is an important element in the preparation of future 
grants for restoration work on the island. The Historic Resources Committee supports this assessment.  
Unfortunately, the painter who was to paint the window frames after the new restoration work was 
completed this summer did not fulfill his commitment.  We will to employ a new painter for early 
spring. 

● Great Fire District/Historic Districts Sign:  Mike presented a very helpful slide presentation showing 
several different signs and locations. One of which was a Fire District sign on the brick wall of the 
building opposite French and Brawn on Mechanic St. The committee liked that option and, over all, the 
committee preferred fewer signs and combining district information signs with existing street signs 
where possible.  Committee members offered suggestions to the presentation of signs for the Town's 
three National Historic Districts.  Michael and Dennis will return to the committee with modification 
examples. 
 

 
Montgomery Dam:  Dennis suggested that this committee take a look at the Montgomery Dam Feasibility 
Study, proposed changes could involve historic property.   
https://www.camdenmaine.gov/vertical/sites/%7B12179FA6-CABE-432E-868D-

862BE81D9F03%7D/uploads/Montgomery_Dam_Feasabilty_Alternative_Analysis_Report.pdf 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 5:35 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Judy McGuirk       
 
(next meeting December 10, 2019) 
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